PEDANTIC LANGUAGE.
Tiie physician and his gold-headed cane are familiar to the present generation from the representations of Ilogarth and Sheridan. We could never quite comprehend the meaning of the doctor's gold-headed cane; it may have been an offspring of the barber's pole, or more probably an insigne of importance, adding materially to the dignity of the individual carrying it, and so in a measure acting as a set-off against the ignorance of the practitioners in the art of medicine. The gold-headed cane lias disappeared from amongst us; even the black dress-suit of the physician of our younger days has given place to the morning costume of a gentleman of the period we live in; and there is nothing now in the outward appearance of the doctor to distinguish him from that of a man engaged in the ordinary duties of life. 
